
Learning in context in the MYP

Giving students learning 
opportunities that connect beyond 

the classroom to the real world.

Learning in Context



Learning in Context

• Connecting concepts learned in 
class to real-world scenarios.

• Project-based learning

• “GRASPS”-model assessments

• Inviting experts into the classroom 
to help students see real 
applications of the content they 
are learning.

• Engaging in field experiences to 
put learning into action.



Real-World Scenarios

The MYP Global 

Contexts helps 

teachers and 

students anchor their 

learning activities in 

the real world.  

Every subject area 

designs each of their 

units to connect to 

one of the six global 

contexts.



Real-World Scenarios
The GRASPS assessment model creates a real-world scenario framing student tasks. 



Students build the skills they need for the 
real world while studying real-world issues. 

Here, students design, build, and test a prototype of a 

house using solar panels for energy after studying the 

aftermath of the hurricane in Puerto Rico.



Example of Learning in Context in Math
Out of Context: In Context: 

Find the area of the rectangle:

20 ft.

8 ft.

You work for an interior design firm in Annapolis.  
A new business is moving to the area, and they 
want you to design a layout for their office space.

They would like to have at least 60% of their floor 
space open, while up to 40% of the area can be 
covered with tables or desks. In your design, 
include tables or desks for 30 employees choosing 
furniture from the catalog provided. Find the total 
area of the tables and make sure it meets the 
specifications. You will present your design in a 
pitch to the client. 



Experts visit students to help explain key concepts and connect learning to the 
real world. Here are some examples from last year’s Science classes.

Content-Area Experts as Visitors



Veterans speak to students 
in Individuals and Societies



“Tell me, I’ll forget. 
Show me, I’ll remember. 

Involve me, I’ll 
understand.”

Field experiences engage students in interactive learning, help them develop 
a better understanding of how the content connects with the real world.

Field Experiences



6th-Grade Language and Literature students visit a Houdini exhibit at the 
Jewish Museum in Baltimore after the curator of the exhibit visited AMS.



Students helped to enhance Oyster reefs in 
Maryland by counting spats before placing them 

in the Chesapeake Bay. 



Science field trip 
to the Maritime Museum 

provides authentic learning 
experiences.



Students take action by building awareness around 
AMS and in the community.


